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Spider-Man is dead 


After a vicious battle with Morlun, the webslinger was beaten, bloody, and missing an eye. It appeared as if the vampiric 
hunter, who had slain “spider-men” for centuries, had prevailed yet again. 


But when Morlun attempted to feed on the vanquished hero, Mary Jane interceded and soon found her own life in mortal 
danger. Sensing that his wife needed him, Spider-Man reanimated in a burst of fury and unleashed the full force of his 
animalistic rage upon Morlun. The predator suddenly became the prey, and Morlun perished—tis life force consumed, 

his body dissipating into dust. 


But Spider-Man spent his last ounce of energy in the attack. While Mary Jane held tight, he slipped away into the dark 


void... 
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THE HOSPITAL, 
AND SHE'S NOT 
‘SURE SHE'S 
FINISHED YET. 


THEY SAID. 
THEY SAID SOMETHING 
HAPPENED TO PETER, 


BUT T DIDN'T 
WANT TO... DECIDED. 
I WOULDN'T BELIEVE IT 
UNTIL T HEARD IT FROM 
YOU, BECAUSE...BECAUSE 
YOU WERE THERE. 
AND....AND, 


TELL ME IT 
ISN'T TRUE, MARY 
JANE. TELL ME...IT WAS 
A MISTAKE, AND HE'S: 
ALL RIGHT AND-- 
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BUT THIS 
ISN'T...THIS ISN'T 
THE WAY IT's SUPPOSED 
TO HAPPEN..HE WAS. 
SUPPOSED TO OUTLIVE 


MAY..MAY, 
Tit HAVE TO 
0, THEY... 


THEY NEED 
ME'TO...WE HAVE 
TO TALK, TO FIGURE 
OUT WHAT TO DO, 
NOW THAT... 


I THOUGHT 
I MIGHT... MEAN, 
IF YOU THINK 
IT WOULD DO ANY 
GOOD-- 


I THINK... 
IT WOULD BE GREAT 
IF YOU TALKED TO HER, 
‘STEVE. SHE RESPECTS 
YOU, AND I KNOW 
THAT PETER 


FOOT 
FRONT OF THE 
OTHE! 

WHAT'S IN FRONT 
OF YOU AND 
MOVE ON TO THE 
NEXT THING... 


I KNOW YOU SEE, 
THIS IS THE WORST SOME OF US WORK 
POSSIBLE TIME, BUT IN THE OPEN, AND SOME 
THERE ARE SOME OF US WEAR MASKS, SO 
DECISIONS THAT HAVE . WHEN SOMETHING. 
TO BE MADE, AND 
MADE QUICKLY. 


NO. THOSE FOR THOSE 
DECISIONS CAN WHO WEAR THE MASKS, 
WAIT. THESE STEPS MUST BE TAKEN TO 
CAN'T. ENSURE THAT THEIR SECRET IS 
MAINTAINED EVEN AFTER THEY'RE... 
GONE...TO PROTECT THEIR 
FAMILIES FROM ENEMIES WHO 
MIGHT DECIDE TO STRIKE 
AT THEM AS A KIND OF 
CONSOLATION PRIZE. 


THERE'S A 
WINDOW IN THE NEXT 
SEVERAL HOURS WHERE 
WE CAN MAKE CERTAIN... 
MODIFICATIONS. 
TOHIS... 


CONDITION... 


se THAT WILL 
HELP US DISGUISE 
WHAT HAPPENED. I 
EQUEMENT TNE 
DONE IT 
aS BEFORE. 


CAN'T WE 
JUST SAY HE 
WAS INA CAR 
ACCIDENT, "24 AFRAID 
ORs “NOT. THERE'S A 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
WHAT HAPPENS TO A BODY 
WHEN IT HITS SOMETHING, 
AND WHEN SOMETHING HITS 
(7. THE TECHNICAL TERM 
FOR THIS IS COUP CONTRA 
‘COUP, FORCE AGAINST 
FORCE. 


THAT 
HE WAS BEATEN 
TO DEATH. 


IN HIS: 

CURRENT STATE, 

THERE WOULD BE 
NO QUESTION 
THAT PETER... 


OPTIONS? 


“THE SIMPLEST OPTION 15 TO 

MAKE THE BODY DISAPPEAR. 

SAY THERE WAS A BOATING 
ACCIDENT OF SOME SORT. 


"UNFORTUNATELY, IF THERE'S 
A LIFE INSURANCE POLICY, 
THEY OFTEN WON'T PAY UNLESS: 
THERE'S PROOF OF DEATH. 


“OPTION TWO IS A VARIATION OF OPTION 
ONE, WHERE WE MODIFY THE INJURIES TO 
LOOK’ AS THOUGH THEY WERE CAUSED BY A 


SHIP'S PROPELLOR. THIS PROVIDES A BODY a 
BUT INTRODUCES THE RISK THAT SOME OF THE SS 


WOUNDS WILL BE SUFFICIENTLY AMBIGUOUS: 
TO TRIGGER A MORE FORMAL AUTOPSY. 


“OPTION THREE IS A FIRE OF 
‘SUFFICIENT HEAT TO BURN 
AWAY ANY DEFENSIVE WOUNDS: 
‘ON THE SKIN. WE'D HAVE TO 
ARRANGE FOR SOME DEBRIS 
TO CRUSH PARTS OF THE 
BODY IN ORDER TO JUSTIFY 
THE SHATTERED BONES. 


"CREATING CIRCUMSTANCES 
TO EXPLAIN THE EYE INJURY 
WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT TO 
ACCOMPLISH, BUT I’M SURE 
WE'LL FIGURE GUT SOMETHING." 


I sust 
WANTED TO Say... 
NOW THAT HE'S...THAT 

15, IF YOU Wai 
TO GO OUT 
SOMETIME-- 


HL, LISTEN, 
I HEARD WHAT 
HAPPENED AND I 
JUST WANTED 


snZ DON'T WANT TO HEAR 
ANYTHING FROM YOU, 


I WANT TO HEAR! 
NOTHING! 


FROM ME OR I'LL 
KILL YOU. T SWEAR, 
T’LL FIND A WAY 
AND I'LL KILL 
you! 


SHE'S IN A 
PAIN. SHE NEEDS: 
SOMETHING TO STRIKE 


OUT AT, SOMETHING 
TO HELP HER MOVE 
FROM GRIEF TO 
RAGE. 


BECAUSE 
y RAGE KEEPS YOU 
M 


OVING. ALL GRIEF DOES 


IS MAKE YOU WANT. 


TO DIE 


RIGHT ALONGSIDE THE 
PERSON YOU LOST. RAGE 
GIVES YOU A REASON 


TO LIVE. 


SHE 
NEEDED SOME- 
THING, SOMEONE, 
TO HIT. SO I GAVE 
IT TO HER. 


SEEMED 


LIKE THE LEAST 


I 


‘COULD DO. 


AND IF SHE HATES ME...WELL, 


IT'S NOT LIKE SHE'S GONNA’ 


BE HANGING AROUND 
ANYMORE NOW THAT HE’ 
GONE. 


LET HER 
STAY _UP NIGHTS: 
TRYING TO FIGURE 
OUT HOW TO HURT 


~ 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT SHE'S GOING 
THROUGH, YOU KNOW 
! WHAT SHE'S FEELING. 


WHY ON EARTH 
WOULD YOU-- 
THAT'S 
JUST IT, JARV. 
I DO KNOW. 


- ITLL GIVE 
HER SOMETHING 
TO LIVE FOR. 


M BUT IT's 
THAT'S CRUEL. ALWAYS WORKED 
FOR ME. 


DECISION. 


‘AND 
T'VE MADE My 
J 


$0 DON'T... 
2O...ANYTHING ELSE 
TO HIM, HE'S SUFFERED 
ENOUGH. I'LL MAKE THE 
CALL WHENEVER YOU WANT, 
'AND...AND SINCE HE WENT 
MISSING, TIME CAN PASS, 
AND THAT'LL HELP TO 
EXPLAIN... 


«THE RIGOR 
MORTIS, BECAUSE 
BY THEN, HE'LL 


THAT'LL 
BE FINE, 
MARY JANE 


--I_MEAN,, 
IT/LL EXPLAIN A. 
LOT OF..A LOT 


YEAH...YEAH, TLL SET IT 
WE CANDO _UP FOR TOMORROW, 
THAT, MJ. TO SEPARATE IT FROM 

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY. 
TILL LET YOU KNOW 
WHEN WE'RE READY 

FOR YOU. 


GOOD... 
THANK YOU. BUT 
NOW I... REALLY 
HAVE TO GO, 
TONY. 


"BECAUSE IF YOU DON'T 
NEED ME ANYMORE, 
THERE'S SOMEONE ELSE 
WHO DOES." 


THE MASK 
WASN'T THE HERO, TONY. 
PETER WAS THE HERO 
BEFORE THE MASK AND 
UNDER THE MASK. 


I WANT 
EVERYONE TO KNOW ‘ESPECIALLY 
THAT: HIS FRIENDS, THEM. CAN YOU 
STRANGERS, EVEN THE DO THAT. 
PEOPLE WHO NEVER TONY? - 
LIKED HIM, i 


JESSICA.» 
YEAH, I JUST.. 
COULDN'T SLEEP. TO 
TELL YOU THE TRUTH, 
DON'T THINK 
TLL EVER SLEEP 
AGAIN. 


YOU WILL. IN 
TIME. MAYBE NOT. 
TOMORROW, OR THE 
DAY AFTER, BUT... 
IN TIME. 


How's 
MAY HOLDING 
UP? 


NO... 
DON'T EVEN WANT 
TO THINK ABOUT 
LOSING BOTH OF 
THEM, 


NOT GOOD. I 
MEAN...SHE’S SHATTERED. 
TONY GAVE HER SOMETHING 
TO HELP HER REST, GIVE HER 
HEART A BREAK FROM THE 
‘STRESS, OTHERWISE... 


a 
YOU WON'T. 
SHE'S STRONG. 
I'VE NEVER SEEN A 
FAMILY AS STRONG 
‘AS YOURS. 


THERE JUST... | oe 


THERE AREN'T ANY WORD: 
EVERY FEW MINUTES, T’LL 
THINK OF SOMETHING AND TLL 
TURN TO TALK TO HIM,..AND I 
HAVE TO REMIND MYSELF 
THAT HE'S NOT HERE 
ANYMORE. 


TONY SAYS. 
THAT'LL STOP AFTER 
A WHILE, BUT...0’M NOT 
‘SURE I_WANT IT TO 
STOP., 


WN 


! 


IT'S STRANGE, WHEN 
PETER WAS...GOING DOWN... 
IT WAS AS IF T COULD 
FEEL IT. T KNOW THAT OUR 
POWERS HAVE SIMILAR ROOTS, 
WE'RE BOTH BASED ON THE 
SPIDER, BUT I NEVER FELT 
THAT...CONNECTED BEFORE. 
IT WAS LIKE-- 


I DON'T 
KNOW, I CAN'T 
DESCRIBE IT. 


L CAN'T 
IMAGINE WHAT 


YOU'RE GOING 
THROUGH. 
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= 
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LEAVE ME 
ALONE! T WANT 
TO SEE HIM! T 


-, JESSICA, 
GET HER TO'THE 
LIVING QUARTERS, MAKE 
‘SURE SHE'S OKAY AND 
MAKE DOUBLY SURE = 
SHE DOESN'T COME 4 
BACK HERE, 4 


ie 


(Ce 


, THE WINDOW'S 
COMPLETELY SHATTERED, 
‘BUT THERE'S NOT MUCH 
GLASS ON THE FLOOR. MOST 
OF IT SEEMS TO HAVE 
FALLEN OUTSIDE. 


WHAT KIND OF. 
SICK...WHO'D DO 
SOMETHING LIKE THIS? 
AND HOW'D THEY 
FIND HIM? 


I DON'T 
KNOW... 


DON'T 
KNOW WHO IT WAS, 
OR HOW THEY GOT 
IN HERE, OR WHY THEY 
DID THIS..DESECRATION.. 
BUT WHOEVER IT WAS, 
WE'RE GOING TO 
FIND THEM. 


AND GOD 
HELP THEM WHEN 
WE DO. 


=-WHAT IS 
IT2, D0 YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING? 


WHATVE 
YOU GOT? 


$0 IT MEANS 
THE WINDOW WASN'T 
BROKEN BY SOMEBODY 
TRYING TO GET IN...IT 
WAS SHATTERED BY 
SOMEBODY TRYING 
TO GET OUT. 


LUKE...CHECK 
EVERY WAY IN AND 
OUT OF HERE, SEE IF 
ANY OF THE DOORS 
HAVE BEEN 
RIGGED. 


T’LL RUN 
THE SECURITY 
CAMERAS, SEE IF 
THEY PICKED UP 
ANYTHING. 


STEVE...THE 
SECURITY SYSTEM TL 
PUT IN HERE 1S DAMN NEAR 
FOOLPROOF. SO EITHER 
SOMEONE'S VERY SMART 
‘AND VERY DANGEROUS, 


“THERE ARE A LOT OF 
THINGS PEOPLE DON” 
KNOW ABOUT SPIDERS..." 


IN WOODS, OR DIRT, 
‘OR 


THERE'S PLENTY 
FOR EVERYONE, TIFFANY. 
RGR Sables OF BEACY 
LIFE TO BRING BACK THEY ALSO 
LAY THEIR EGG SACS 
biediaeost BENEATH OLD. ecacs YI 
BOARDS AND ROCK 
SHELVES, 


NOW, WHAT. 
YOU HAVE HERE IS 
VERY INTERESTING INDEED, 
BECAUSE SOMETHING ELSE 
NOT GENERALLY KNOWN ABOUT |. 
‘SPIDERS IS THAT SOME OF 
ques SUCH AS THE RECLUSE 
AND THE ORBWEAVER SPIDERS-- 
CAN ACTUALLY SHED 
THEIR SKIN. 


WHILE SOME 
SHED THEIR SKIN 

ANWUALLY, LEAVING BEHIND 

I sue THER SKIN JUST ONCE 


LIFETIME, USUALLY 
UNDER CONDITIONS: 


‘ANYTHING, IT'S BECAUSE 
YOU'RE NOT LOOKING 
IN THE RIGHT 
PLACES. 


DARK, MOIST 
AREAS LIKE YOU'D 
rie INOER THAT BRIDGE, 
FOR INSTANCE, ARE THE : 
RFECT BREEDING pur ONT 
GROUNDS FOR LIFE. SO 
- WHY DON'T YOU 
CHECK THAT OUT? 


Look! =~ 
LOOK! T FOUND A 
‘SEA-WORM! 
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NOTHING..IT 
WAS NOTHING, J 
‘OKAY? A 
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